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VOL. 8 AUGUST, 1946 NUMBER 5
VOCATIONAL INTEREST TEST
The vocational experts will tell you that 
success in your vocation depends on three 
things: brains, experience, and interest. 
Brains are a gift, experience may be ac­
quired, and interest, according to the 
psychologists, may be accurately charted.
By the use of a form known as the 
Strong Vocational Interest Blank, devised 
by Dr. E. K. Strong, Jr., of Stanford Uni­
versity, the American Institute of Account­
ants has been engaged for some months 
in determining the vocational interest 
patterns of the five levels of accountants— 
partners, managers, seniors, semi-seniors, 
and juniors. In establishing these patterns, 
forms filled out by more than 2000 public 
accountants were used. It is understood 
that a number of women accountants took 
the test arid received high interest ratings 
in the accounting field.
The form contains about 400 questions 
relating to the individual’s like or dislike 
of or indifference to a great variety of 
objects and activities. It is designed to 
measure only interest, not ability or apti­
tude.
Scoring the answers is said to be a 
lengthy process when done by hand but is 
done swiftly and accurately by machine.
If you are in public accounting and 
wish to find out whether or not your voca­
tional interests lie in that direction you 
may have expert advice by expending only 
$1.18. This amount is the cost of a test 
blank, $.08, and the cost of having it 
scored, $1.10, both obtainable from the 
Educational Records Bureau, 437 West 
59th Street, New York 19.
It is understood that the Institute ex­
pects to have available for general use by 
next fall or winter objective tests covering 
mental ability and accounting knowledge.
GOVERNMENT CORPORATION 
AUDITS
The month of May marked an achieve­
ment in government financial policy to 
which accountants may point with pride.
In a report dated May 1, 1946, addressed 
to the Comptroller General by T. Coleman 
Andrews, as director of the Corporation 
Audits Division of the General Accounting 
Office, Mr. Andrews reports on the audit 
of Federal Prison Industries, Inc. The 
report has been transmitted to Congress 
and printed by the Government Printing 
Office.
To quote The Journal of Accountancy, 
the report “undoubtedly provides Congress 
with the most complete and intelligible 
information it has ever received with re­
gard to the organization audited.” The 
form of the report is believed to set a pat­
tern for reports to follow on other gov­
ernment corporations.
“This application of public accounting 
techniques to a government operation 
under a statutory requirement” says the 
Journal “is undoubtedly of historic signifi­
cance. The results are sufficiently encour­
aging to convince Congress that it is on 
the right road to financial control, effi­
ciency, and economy in government.”
Mr. Andrews is a C.P.A. and a former 
member of the council and executive com­
mittee of the American Institute of Ac­
countants.
COST OF WAR
Wars have cost the United States more 
than all the wealth the country has built 
up since the Declaration of Independence. 
America’s farms, homes, stores, factories 
and other properties are valued at $300,- 
000,000,000, whereas our wars have cost 
$414,000,000,000, says a report issued by 
the Bureau of Economic and Business Re­
search of the University of Illinois. For 
what this country has spent in wars, every 
family in America could have a new $8,000 
house, a $1,200 car, and $2,000 in the 
bank.
Figures can show material losses only. 
No device exists by which we may measure 
the cost of war in human suffering. Here’s 
to better housing and fewer broken homes.
Jennie M. Palen
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